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 THE LORD’S PRAYER PART 6;
LEAD US NOT…



Please turn in your Bibles to Matthew 26.



We have been studying the Lord’s prayer as part of the Sermon on the Mount now for several weeks. It has certainly challenged me, as the word of God should challenge all of us. The fact that we have spent so much time on it shows just how deeply entwined this prayer is to the rest of the Bible. We don’t do ourselves any favors when we give the Bible a cursory read. The word of God is too deep for that. 

We have now arrived at the last line of the prayer. Let’s look at it. 

Matthew 6:13
13 	 And olead us not into temptation,
		but pdeliver us from qevil.4


So, here we are at the last line of the prayer. Does anything about this line strike you as strange? When we are reading the Bible, we should be thinking about what we are reading. We shouldn’t just cruise through it. If we are thinking about what we are reading, then we should ask ourselves a question. What question is that? We should be asking, “Is God in the business of leading His people into temptation?” That implies that He would lead us into a situation where we could be stumbled. That would put God in the spot of being an instigator. Is that in the character of God? It is a legitimate question. First of all, let’s look at the Greek and see if that can help us. From there we can look at some other uses of the terms.

The Greek word for “temptation” is peirasmos. It actually refers to a “trial,” an “affliction” and to a “proving.” This word was used by Jesus in Luke 22:28 to refer to His own trials. In Acts 20:19 the apostle Paul used the word to refer to his many difficult situations. In Galatians it referred to Paul’s physical ailments. In Hebrews 3:8 it spoke of Israel’s difficulties in the wilderness. In James 1:2, 12; 1 Peter 1:6; 4:12 and Revelation 3:10, it referred to trials and testings. The word is also used in eleven verses to refer to situations where someone might sin during a trial. The word does not refer to an attempt to intentionally make someone sin!  It refers to a test or a trial. 


The Greek word for “deliver” is the aorist middle imperative of rhuomai. Rhuomai means to “deliver,” “rescue,” “save,” “guard,” “snatch,” or “free” in general. The aorist middle imperative is actually a command. It is the idea of God rescuing us!
The Greek word for “evil” is poneros which has the idea of “evil” or “wicked.” It refers to evil in general. But in this verse, Jesus added the Greek definite article and so it appears that He referred to “the evil one,” that is to Satan. 

Therefore, we see that it is translated in some modern translations as, “And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.”

This is what the Greek is saying. God does not tempt us. 

James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.

Just look up the word, “tempt” or “tempter” and see who constantly pops up in that respect. 

At any rate, knowing what James said should make us think about this line of the prayer, which should lead us to what we have now found in the Greek. And that changes things. If we are correct in this thinking, then we should be able to show what Jesus means in scripture – and we should be able to do it consistently. 


So, what is a time of trial or testing? Tests are used to determine how someone is performing in a particular area or field. They are used as a measure of various things from competency to character. 

We can see people being tested throughout the Bible. In Genesis 44 we see Joseph testing his brothers. He is trying to see if they have changed since they sold him into slavery when he was a boy. The brothers believe they are being tested regarding whether or not they lied about their family. They eventually passed the test and the entire family was reunited. 


God placed two trees in the garden. This was a test. Once Eve began listening to the serpent though, it became another sort of test. The serpent was tempting them – enticing them to sin. God placed the tree in the midst of the garden in order to see if they would trust His word. We can see this play out in many stories of the Bible. 

As Israel was leaving Egypt, they had another test. As they stood on the banks of the Red Sea, they found themselves looking at the water, while the army of Pharaoh was bearing down on them. This was a test. Will they trust to God to deliver them again? They have seen the plagues and how all that worked, but will they trust God to deliver them from what will be sure destruction if they are caught. They have entered into the test. Does that phrase sound familiar? Let’s look once again at the last line of the prayer as it is now translated in many bibles. 

“And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.”


We read time of trial, or, the test. The prayer could be read, “keep me from the time of trial…” 

This was a trial – a test. God delivered them. But look once again at the last part of the last line. “But rescue us from the evil one.”  The prayer is essentially saying, “Lord, please don’t make me go through the test, but if you do, then please deliver me from the evil one.” Israel was in the test and had to be delivered from the evil one – in that instance, Pharaoh, but ultimately, Satan. 

There are times God will lead His people into a test in order to “see” where we are in our faith. Of course, God knows all, so we are the ones who are learning from the testing. Generally speaking, though, these tests have to do with trusting and obeying God. And many times, that can come down to us having to control desires that we don’t often control well. Think of Job. We have spoken a great deal about bread thus far in our study. Let’s go back to bread for a minute and see how it plays into the theme of God’s testing. 

Deut. 8:1   “The whole commandment that I command you today vyou shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you wthese forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, xtesting you yto know what was in your heart, zwhether you would keep his commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you and alet you hunger and bfed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that cman does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word1 that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

We see here that the 40 years of wandering was, among other things, as time of testing. That is why we pay attention to the number 40 and see that when it is used, something is about to happen, and it normally isn’t very nice. We also see that the testing was to make them know, (teach them) something. In this case, it was that man doesn’t live by bread alone, but by the word of God. When we look at the manna story, we see that it had to do with trusting God for provision on a daily basis. We talked about this earlier in our study. God allowed them just enough manna for each day, with two days’ worth just before the sabbath. We are familiar with the story. The point is that it was a test that showed whether or not Israel would trust God with their provision. Many of them did not. 

Let us now look at the NT and how Jesus dealt with being tested. 

In Matthew chapter three, we saw how Jesus’ baptism was an inauguration for Him as Messiah. That was confirmed by the Spirit when He descended on Jesus like a dove. That same Sprit then led Jesus into the wilderness for what purpose? 
Matt. 4:1   sThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wildernesss tto be tempted by the devil.

The wo4d translated, “tempted” means “to test”, but since Satan is the antagonist here, it is translated as “tempted.” At any rate, we see what is happening. Jesus is being tested. Satan wants to know if Jesus will fail. He uses his OLD bag of tricks. What we need to see is that what we have been studying, “the Lord’s Prayer”, comes from Jesus’ own experiences of being tested. The Sprit led Jesus into the wilderness for this test. Now, the second part of the last line of the prayer comes into play. “Deliver me from the evil one.” 

This test came on the heels of Jesus having fasted for 40 days and nights. There is that number 40, again. The first test comes in a command to make stones become bread. That is a hyperlink. We just read about Israel’s time of testing in the wilderness and it involved bread. Jesus then quotes Moses regarding bread. Jesus doesn’t take the bait. He knew the reason for the testing of Israel. God would provide. He rebuffed the enemy. This also meant that Jesus knew He was being tested. 

Next, the enemy takes Jesus to a holy city and they go up to the pinnacle of the temple. This is cosmic imagery representing where God would sit. It represented the highest spot in the cosmos. This second test involves Jesus being told to throw himself off the pinnacle of the temple in order to deliberately put His life at risk and force the Father’s hand. Jesus then quoted Deuteronomy 6:16, where Israel was thirsty and demanded that God give them water, or they would just go back to Egypt. But we aren’t to test God. To test God is to insist that He prove that He is trustworthy. That is the purpose of the test in the first place, to show that God is trustworthy. Jesus was then taken up onto a high mountain which is more cosmic imagery. He was told to worship the slanderer and all He saw would be given to Him. Jesus once again quoted from Deuteronomy 6 and was left alone. 

Each of these tests increased with intensity. The first was that Jesus was to provide for Himself. The second was to force the Father’s hand. The third was just a raw power grab on the enemy’s part. 

In Matthew 16, Jesus and the disciples were in Caesarea Phillipi, where a pagan temple was, and still is. It was here that He asked them who people said He was. Some said this, some said that. But Peter got it right. And for that revelation Jesus gave him an attaboy. Jesus them told them that He would have to go to Jerusalem in order to die. Peter lost his mind said, “God forbid it!” Jesus didn’t just laugh it off. He got loud and said, “Get behind me, Satan!” We are meant to see this link. Peter wants and believes Jesus will come to power in the normal way kings do – through war and triumph. But that would be contrary to God’s will and the way the kingdom works. However, in Peter’s mind, this cannot happen if Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the sole purpose of dying. Peter is essentially tempting Jesus to take power the way earthly kings do. Can you see the link to what we have already discussed? Jesus had been here before. This tactic has already been tried in the wilderness. It didn’t work. 

But how dangerous was it that Jesus’ friend, possibly His best friend was the vehicle through whom the enemy was working? 

Once again, we can see how the prayer would work. “Please don’t test me, but if you do, then deliver me from the evil one.”

The last test of Jesus took place in the garden, which is the opposite of the wilderness. We should be familiar with the story. Jesus takes the disciples to the garden and then takes Peter, James and John a little further into the garden so they can pray with Him and keep watch. 


Matthew 26:39
39 And going a little farther he fell on his face rand prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let sthis cup pass from me; tnevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”


Ok, did you catch it? What did Jesus pray? “If it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” What is He saying? He is essentially saying, “don’t lead me into the test.” He is asking if there is another way to do this. Look at verse 40.

 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 qWatch and upray that you vmay not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, wyour will be done.” 

What does Jesus say to Peter? He tells him to pray that he doesn’t enter into the test. Jesus is going through it and knows how tough it is. He then prays to be delivered from the test Himself. 

43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for xtheir eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for ythe third time, saying the same words again.

So, we can see that Jesus was praying the same thing He told us to pray in the Lord’s prayer. Even Jesus didn’t want that test, which He called a cup. Look up that word, “cup” and see how it was used in Jeremiah 25. While you’re there, look at how Jeremiah used words and phrases such as, “bride, bridegroom, millstone, mill, lamp and then look again at the parable Jesus told that mentions those things. You’re probably going to come away with a new understanding of it. 

Now, having gone through all of this, Let’s take a look at Hebrews four and see if it doesn’t mean more to us than it once did. 

Hebrews 4:14

Heb. 4:14   Since then we have da great high priest ewho has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, flet us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest gwho is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been dtempted as we are, hyet without sin. 16 iLet us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Can we begin to see why studying the Bible in context is so important? Studying the Lord’s prayer is so much more than just repeating a prayer. The prayer is important. The words are important. Why? Because they are part of a much larger story. Now, when we read these verses, we will understand in so much more detail and background what the writer of Hebrews was saying. Now we can see just how and why Jesus is able to sympathize with our plights and tests. And that speaks volumes to how we understand His grace and compassion. 

Jesus knows what it is like to be tested. He passed all of them. We don’t pass all of them. But even when we fail, He knows what is like to go through the testing. The prayer was crafted from Jesus’ own experience, and then when it came down to it, He prayed in the same way He told us to pray. He passed the test and went through all of it. That’ integrity. And we can hang our hats and our future on that. 
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